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CLAIMS 

1. In a communication device, a method'Tor maintaining user information in a group 
communication network, the methoaUeomprising: 

maintaining informatior^aoout a net in the group communication network; and 
maintaining information about a user in the net. 



2. The method of claim 1, wherein the maintaining information about the net 
includes maintaining a nt t status, the net status including a secure net or a clear net. 



3. The method of claim 1, wherein the maintaining information about the net 
includes maintaining a r et state, the net state including an active state or a dormant state. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the maintaining information about the net 
includes maintaining a net address. 



5. The 
includes maintaining in 



method of claim 1, wherein the maintaining information about the net 
ormation identifying an arbitration scheme. 



6. The method 
includes maintaining a 



of claim 1, wherein the maintaining information about the user 
i lser status, the user status including talking or listening. 



7. The method 
includes maintaining a 



8. The 
modify the information 



9. The melihod 
includes maintaining a 



of claim 1, wherein the maintaining information about the user 
iser priority, the priority. 



method of claim 7, wherein the user priority includes a user privilege level to 
about the net. 



of claim 1, wherein the maintaining information about the user 
Aser Internet protocol (IP) address. 
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[clO] 10. The method of claim 1, wherein tbe^^tfintaining information about the user 

includes maintaining information identifying existing nets the user is authorized to participate in. 



[ell] 11. In a cochmunication device, a computer-readable medium embodying a method 

for maintaining user in formation in a group communication network, the method comprising: 

r brmation about a net in the group communication network; and 
'ormation about a user in the net. 



UH2\ 

i,0i ■ 

4.5 



fel4] 



maintaining m 
maintaining in 



12. The 
about the net includes 



computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the maintaining information 
maintaining a net status, the net status including a secure net or a clear net. 



13. The cojmputer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the maintaining information 
maintaining a net state, the net state including an active state or a dormant 



about the net includes 
state. 



14. The 
about the net includes 



cojnputer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the maintaining information 
maintaining a net address. 



[cl5] 15. The 

about the net includes 



computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the maintaining information 
maintaining information identifying an arbitration scheme. 



[cl6] 16. The 

about the user include 



cohnputer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the maintaining information 
? maintaining a user status, the user status including talking or listening. 



[cl7] 17. The computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the maintaining information 

about the user include 5 maintaining a user priority, the priority. 
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18. The computer-readable medmrja--ef'claim 17, wherein the user priority includes a 
user privilege level to modify the^HTformation about the net. 

19. The computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the maintaining information 
about the user includes maintaining a user Internet Protocol (IP) address. 



20. The comp 
about the user includes 
participate in. 



ter-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the maintaining information 
nfiaintaining information identifying existing nets the user is authorized to 



21. A comr lunication device for maintaining user information in a group 
communication network!, the communication device comprising: 

means for maintaining information about a net in the group communication network; and 
means for maint lining information about a user in the net. 



22. The 
information about the r 
secure net or a clear net 



conhmunication device of claim 21, wherein the means for maintaining 
et includes means for maintaining a net status, the net status including a 



23. The communication device of claim 21, wherein the means for maintaining 



information about the 



active state or a dorma it state. 



24. The 
information about the 



let includes means for maintaining a net state, the net state including an 



cc mmunication device of claim 21, wherein the means for maintaining 
net includes means for maintaining a net address. 



25. The c ^mmunication device of claim 21, wherein the means for maintaining 
information about th< ; net includes means for maintaining information identifying an arbitration 
scheme. 
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26. The communication device of claim-^17"~wherein /the means for maintaining 
information about the net includes means for maintaining a user status, the user status including 



talking or listening. 



27. The communication device of claim 21, wherein the means for maintaining 
information about the net includes means for maintaining a user priority, the priority. 

28. The method of claim 27, wherein the user priority includes a user privilege level 
to modify the information about the net. 

29. The communication device of claim 21, wherein the means for maintaining 
information about the net includes means for maintaining a user Internet protocol (IP) address. 



30. The comnjiunication device of claim 21, wherein the means for maintaining 
information about the ne: includes means for maintaining information identifying existing nets 
the user is authorized to f articipate in. 



31. A communication device for maintaining user information in a group 
communication network] the communication device comprising: 

a memory unit; a id 

a processor communicatively coupled to the memory unit, the processor being capable of: 
maintaining information about a net in the group communication network; and 
maintaining information about a user in the net. 



32. The communication 
maintaining a net status 



device of claim 31, wherein the processor is capable of 
, the net status including a secure net or a clear net. 



33. The communication device of claim 31, wherein the processor is capable of 
maintaining a net state, the net state including an active state or a dormant state. 
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[c34] 34. The communication device of j^lajm-^l-r~tf ? fierein the processor is capable of 

maintaining a net address. 



[c35] 
[c36] 



1438] 



IN 



35. The communicatjfon device of claim 31, wherein the processor is capable of 
maintaining information identifying an arbitration scheme. 

36. The communication device of claim 31, wherein the processor is capable of 
maintaining a user status, the user status including talking or listening. 

37. The communication device of claim 31, wherein the processor is capable of 



v9 maintaining a user priority, the 

'"■4 



38. The method of 



priority. 



claim 37, wherein the user priority includes a user privilege level 



to modify the information abo at the net. 



39. The communi 



maintaining a user Internet Pi otocol (IP) address 



[c40] 40. The communication 

maintaining information identifying 



:ation device of claim 31, wherein the processor is capable of 



device of claim 31, wherein the processor is capable of 
existing nets the user is authorized to participate in. 



[c41] 41. In a commu; lication device, a database for maintaining user information in a 

group communication netw( rk, the database comprising: 

a first portion for jnaintaining information about a net in the group communication 
network; and 

a second portion foil maintaining information about a user in the net. 



